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WELCOME 
to  the  Peking  Y.W.  C.  A. 


WELCOME  to  Chinese  girls  and 
women. 


A WELCOME  to  Fellowship 
through  calling,  attendance  at 
classes  and  lectures,  through  social 
events  such  as  picnics,  parties  for 
husbands  and  wives.  Lantern  Fes- 
tivals and  May  Festivals. 


A WELCOME  to  Knowledge  gained 
from  patriotic,  religious  and  educa- 
tional lectures,  and  through  classes 
in  English,  Chinese,  music,  gymnas- 
tics, cooking,  lace-making,  drawing 
and  the  study  of  the  Bible. 


A WELCOME  to  Growth  through  committee  work  and  widened 

interests. 


A WELCOME  to  Development  for  girls  through  work  in  self- 

governed  clubs  with  a well-rounded 
program  of  handwork,  hygiene  and 
helpfulness. 

A WELCOME  to  Service  and  Self-Giving  in  numberless  ways. 

A WELCOME  to  Happiness  of  a new  and  deeper  kind  through 

friendship  with  Christ, 
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WHAT  a happy  bunch  of  kiddies!  And  no  wonder.  It  is 
recess  at  the  Y.W.C.A.  Half-day  School.  They  are  happy 
not  simply  because  it  is  recess,  but  because  the  school  is  the  happiest 
place  they  have  ever  known.  Most  of  them  never  saw  a school 
before  nor  would  they  have  been  likely  to  if  the  Y.W.C.A.  had  not 
opened  this  school  for  poor  children.  About  fifty  children  between 
six  and  twelve  have  been  gathered  in  from  the  street  and  are  daily 
taught  the  three  R’s — Chinese  R’s  of  course.  Sewing,  handwork, 
nature  study,  hygiene,  singing  and  Bible  stories  are  all  part  of  the 
day’s  program  which  is  conducted  by  volunteer  teachers,  members 
of  the  Y.W.C.A.  Calling  in  the  homes  and  parties  are  means  of 
getting  in  touch  with  the  families  who  are  very  needy  for  the  most 
part.  Of  course,  there  is  a Christmas  party  with  new  clothes, 
soap  and  handkerchiefs  as  practical  gifts  and  candy  as  a luxury. 
Even  a bath  was  included  as  a preliminary  to  the  party  last  year. 
This  year  dolls  and  picture  books  have  been  sent  by  interested 
Wellesley  women.  The  school  is  the  first  piece  of  Social  Service 
undertaken  by  the  Association  and  is  conducted  entirely  by  the 
Chinese  women. 
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jy^OTHERS’  Clubs,  Playgrounds,  Public  Health  work  for  women 
in  prisons,  are  all  a part  of  the  Social  Service  program  of  the 
Peking  Y.W.C.A.  These  Chinese  women  are  not  content  with 
getting,  they  must  be  giving  as  well.  So  all  sorts  of  plans  are 
under  way.  But  suppose  we  let  Alice  Holmes,  the  Social  Service 
Secretary,  tell  the  story. 


“Frequent  conferences  with  the  secretaries  in  the  Social  Service 
Department  of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  many  calls  on  Chinese  women,  and 
telephone  consultations  with  our  own  committee  led  to  a joint 
supper  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  of  all  those  who  were  not  only  interested 
but  willing  to  work  in  a Social  Settlement  project.  The  per- 
sonnel of  the  group  itself  was  interesting,  there  were  two  young 
doctors  who  had  good  ideas  for  health  work;  there  were  heads  of 
schools,  both  men  and  women,  who  have  educational  ideals  for 
the  section  in  which  the  scheme  is  to  be  tried;  there  were  physical 
directors,  and  college  girls  from  the  North  China  Women’s  College 
who  were  interested  in  recreation  and  playgrounds  for  kiddies 
and  for  grown-ups,  too;  there  were  men  and  women  who  have 
ideas  for  the  administration  of  poor  relief,  a sort  of  charities  coun- 
cil which  shall  visit  and  help  the  really  poor  in  the  district;  there 
were  men  and  women  who  desired  the  inauguration  of  a lecture 
department  for  the  shop-keepers  and  their  apprentices;  there  were 
men  and  women  whose  special  concern  is  the  social  work;  and 
perhaps  most  interesting  of  all  were  the  ideas  of  those  who  have 
social  reform  at  heart.  You  must  live  in  Peking  or  in  the  northern 
part  of  China  to  know  how  injurious  oiling  the  hair  as  most  women 
do,  is  in  this  climate.  Many  of  the  older  women  are  bald  as  a 
result,  and  the  men  especially  emphasized  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
becoming.  Foot-binding  is  an  evil,  too,  which  they  would  help 
eradicate,  and  gambling  and  opium  smoking  have  fastened  their 
fetters  upon  women  as  well  as  men.  Notice  boards,  ‘sandwich 
men,’  musicians  upon  the  streets  are  all  to  have  a part  in  the 
constructive  work  of  this  project.  It  is  to  be  undertaken  in  a 
district  already  carefully  surveyed  under  the  joint  leadership  of 
the  Y.M.C.A.  and  the  American  Board  Church,  and  that  church 
will  throw  into  the  work  splendid  workers  and  leaders.  As  the 


5 


evening  advanced  the  discussion  showed  no  signs  of  abating.  A 
few  of  the  women  and  the  Social  Service  Secretary  were  frankly 
weary  by  ten  o’clock,  but  the  men  were  too  intent  upon  a name  for 
the  new  organization  to  feel  weariness.  A name  was  finally  chosen, 
an  executive  committee  elected,  and — the  work  is  on.” 


J M entered  for  the  Better 
Babies  Contest.  I have  to 
be  weighed  and  measured  and 
have  my  nose  and  throat  ex- 
amined. They  ask  my  moth- 
er all  sorts  of  questions  and 
write  the  answers  on  a card. 
The  baby  that  has  the  most 
points  gets  a prize.  My 
mother  hopes  1 will  win  it. 
She  has  been  coming  to  the 
Y.W.C.A.  every  day  for  a 
week  to  hear  the  Chinese 
women  doctors  who  have  been  lecturing.  They  told  her  how 
to  keep  the  house  clean,  what  my  brothers  and  sisters  and  I ought 
to  eat  and  how  to  prepare  it,  how  to  take  care  of  us  and  keep  us 
well  and  what  diseases  we  are  likely  to  have  before  we  grow  up. 
One  day  they  wanted  to  show  the  mothers  how  to  bathe  a baby. 
My  mother  said  I was  always  good  so  they  practiced  on  me.  I 
didn’t  like  it  one  bit  and  I just  yelled.  Chinese  babies  don’t  like 
baths  very  well,  but  these  doctors  said  we  ought  to.  They  had  a 
big  doll  all  dressed  up  to  show  what  kind  of  clothes  we  ought  to 
wear.  Some  of  them  were  queer  foreign  clothes  such  as  American 
babies  wear.  Another  day  some  of  the  women  gave  a little  play 
to  show  how  Chinese  children  are  brought  up  and  how  they  ought 
to  be.  They  say  Chinese  babies  are  dreadfully  spoiled.  Per- 
haps we  are  anyway  I know  1 can  get  anything  I want  by  crying 
hard  enough.  Mother  must  know  a lot  by  now  and  if  I don’t 
get  the  prize  this  year  I certainly  ought  to  next  year  for  they  are 
going  to  have  a Mothers’  Club  and  teach  the  mothers  just  how  to 
take  care  of  their  babies. 
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y\^LL  aboard  for  Wo  Fo  Ssu!  The  procession  of  rickshas,  don 
keys  and  Peking  carts,  files  out  through  the  city  gate,  along 
the  old  stone  road,  through  crooked,  noisy  village  streets,  by 
streams  where  women  are  pounding  their  washing,  on  past  fields 
of  ripe  millet,  around  hills  crowned  with  pagodas,  on  and  on  until 
it  halts  at  a high  gateway. 

Through  the  gateway  and  along  an  avenue  of  cedars  troop  the 
merry  laughing  girls,  through  another  gateway  bright  with  green 
and  yellow  tiles  and  into  a beautiful  courtyard  the  Gold-fish 
Court  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sleeping  Buddha.  Beyond  in  the 
central  court  can  be  heard  the  drone  of  the  priests  chanting  their 
prayers.  The  girls  quickly  take  possession  of  the  many  courts 
and  for  the  next  hour  are  busy  arranging  their  bedding  on  the  bed 
boards  and  unpacking  their  possessions.  The  low  insistent  re- 
verberation of  a gong  brings  all  to  the  dining  pavilion  where  the 
girls  soon  become  acquainted  over  their  rice.  And  so  begin  the 
nine  happy  days  of  the  conference,  each  one  packed  full  of  good 
things.  Bible  study  and  Methods  Hour  fill  the  mornings.  There 
are  model  committee  meetings  acted  out  or  short  dramatic  scenes 
showing  the  work  of  the  Y.W.C.A.  all  over  the  world.  The 
afternoons  are  given  over  to  fun  of  all  kinds,  hikes  and  sports  and 
sings  and  the  inevitable  “Stunt  Day  without  which  no  conference 
would  be  complete.  Sunset  finds  them  gathered  on  the  hilltop 
overlooking  wide  stretched  valleys  dotted  with  ancient  villages 
and  crumbling  watch  towers  and  far  on  the  misty  horizon  the 
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great  city.  Favorite  hymns  are  sung,  the  leaders  talk  quietly 
and  earnestly  and  the  girls  tell  what  the  conference  is  meaning 
to  them.  One  by  one  the  stars  appear.  The  Lord’s  Prayer  is  re- 
peated together  and  softly  the  choir  sings  “Peace  1 leave  with 
you,  my  peace  I give  unto  you.’ 


The  President  of  the  Y.W.C.A. 
Mrs.  Sung  and  her  children 


^ARRIAGES  and  automobiles 
decorated  with  blue  triangles, 
workers’  suppers  and  rallies, 
teams  of  solicitors  each  with  its 
own  color  and  a lantern  of  that 
color  hung  in  the  auditorium  for 
every  fifty  dollars  the  team  brings 
in, — so  does  Peking  conduct  its 
whirlwind  finance  campaign  with 
$6,000  as  its  goal.  That  covers 
not  only  the  budget  of  the  local 
association  but  also  includes 
$1,000  for  the  work  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  in  Shanghai  as 
it  seeks  to  organize  new  centres. 


Thejocal  budget  is  divided  as 
follows: 


Administration  $1,740.00 

Salaries  of  4 Chinese  secretaries  . 2,000.00 

Committees 

Social  Service  700.00 

Student  50.00 

Educational  50.00 

Religious  25.00 

Social  80.00 

Girls’  Work  30.00 

Contingent  325.00 


$5,000.00 


The  underlying  meaning  of  these  figures  is  that  the  entire  ex- 
pense of  the  work  outside  the  American  Secretaries  support  is 
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borne  by  the  Chinese.  It  is  new  and  far  from  easy  work  for  Chi- 
nese women  to  raise  such  a budget  as  this  but  under  the  able 
leadership  of  its  splendid  president  the  Peking  Y.W.C.A.  al- 
ways goes  “over  the  top.’’  The  campaign  attracts  much  atten- 
tion in  the  capital  city  of  China  and  those  in  high  places  contri- 
bute generously.  The  President  of  China  heads  the  list  with  a gift 
of  $500  and  the  names  of  Cabinet  ministers,  heads  of  departments 
and  prominent  business  men  are  found  among  those  contributing. 
By  their  support  they  show  how  much  the  men  of  China  appre- 
ciate what  the  Y.W.C.A.  is  doing  for  and  through  their  women. 


WE  have  called  these  “Peking  Pictures” 
but  they  are  just  as  truly  Wellesley  pic- 
tures for  all  these  things  have  been  made  possi- 
ble by  Wellesley.  In  1911  the  Alumnae  Asso- 
ciation sent  Frances  Taft,  1909,  as  its  repre- 
sentative to  work  under  the  China  National 
Committee  of  the  Y.W.C.A.  When  Miss 
Taft  was  married  in  1914  Theresa  Severin, 
1909,  was  appointed  in  her  place.  The  origi- 
nal plan  had  been  to  open  a Y.W.C.A.  in 
Peking,  but  owing  to  revolutions,  scarcity  of  secretaries  in  centres  al- 
ready open  and  the  necessity  of  spending  some  time  on  language 
study  it  was  not  until  1916  that  a sufficient  staff  was  gathered 
in  Peking  to  open  work  there. 

Miss  Lily  Haass,  who,  though  not  a Wellesley  girl, 
was  supported  by  a Wellesley  girl,  was  appointed  by  the  National 
Committee  to  assist  Miss  Severin.  Meanwhile  the  under-grad- 
uates had  sent  Katherine  Williams,  191  I,  as  their  representative. 
In  October,  1916,  the  Peking  Y.W.C.A.  was  organized  with  a 
charter  membership  of  80.  In  the  three  years  since  then  the 
membership  has  grown  to  nearly  500  and  the  activities  have  in- 
creased and  enlarged  in  proportion.  In  1917  another  member  of 
1909,  Alice  Holmes,  was  added  to  the  staff  though  her  support 


Miss  Ting 
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does  not  come  from  Wellesley.  Miss  Severin  came  home  for 
furlough  in  June,  1918,  leaving  Miss  Haass  as  General  Secretary. 
Miss  Haass  in  turn  came  home  for  furlough  in  June,  1919,  Miss 
Severin  returning  to  China  in  July.  Besides  these  American 
secretaries  there  are  several  Chinese  secretaries  and  more  will  be 
added  as  the  need  arises.  Miss  Ting  who  has  been  with  the 
Association  since  its  organization  has  now  been  made  General 
Secretary  and  three  other  Chinese  secretaries  have  been  added 
to  the  staff.  The  Executive  Board  is  composed  entirely  of  Chi- 
nese women  so  it  is  a truly  Chinese  Association,  the  Americans 
acting  only  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

During  its  brief  lifetime  this  Wellesley  unit  of  ours  in  China 
has  had  a number  of  visitors  from  Wellesley.  Rachel  Snow,  1911, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Wellesley  Work  in  Peking, 
was  there  for  the  opening  of  the  work  and  spent  the  winter  months 
of  1916-17  with  the  secretaries.  The  following  winter  Professor 
Hart  of  the  English  Department  and  Professor  Kendall  of  the  His- 
tory Department  spent  some  time  in  the  city  and  were  frequent 
visitors  at  the  Association.  Several  Alumnae  have  made  brief 
visits  during  their  travels  in  the  Orient  and  the  latest  visitor  of 
all  was  President  Pendleton. 

The  Chinese  are  Drompt  in  returning  calls  even  at  such  a 
distance  Already  Wellesley  has  had  two  visitors  from  Peking. 
During  the  summer  of  1919  Mrs.  Sung,  the  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, was  in  America  and  during  a visit  to  Boston  had  a brief 
glimpse  of  the  college  She  was  interested  not  only  because  of 
what  Wellesley  has  done  in  Peking,  but  also  because  she  plans  to 
send  her  daughter  there  in  a few  years.  In  October  Miss  Ting, 
the  new  General  Secretary,  spent  a week  at  college  in  the  interests 
of  both  the  Y.W.C.A.  and  the  North  China  Woman’s  College  of 
which  she  is  a graduate.  The  Wellesley  undergraduates  have 
adopted  this  college  as  their  “sister  and  were  greatly  charmed 
with  its  representative. 
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Financial  Report  for  the  Year  1918-1919 

(October  I,  1918 — November  30,  1919) 

Estimated  Budget 


Deficit  for  1918 

Support  of  Miss  Severin  for  1919 
Postage  and  Printing 

$ 475.00 
1,700.00 
1 50.00 

$2,325.00 

Receipts 

October  1,  1918  to  September  30,  1919, 
October  1,  1919  to  November  30,  1919, 

2,150.32 

242.00 

2,392.32 

Expenditures 

Paid  to  National  Board  Y.W.C.A.  for 
Miss  Severin’s  support 
Deficit  for  1918 
Support  for  1919 
Postage  and  Printing 

$ 475.00 
1 ,700.00 
163.10 

2,338.10 

Balance 

$ 54.22 

The  Committee  on  Wellesley  Work  in  Peking  wishes  to  express 
its  appreciation  of  the  loyal  support  of  the  Alumnae  during  the 
past  year.  As  the  figures  show,  the  receipts  exceeded  the  es- 
timated budget.  For  the  first  time  in  its  career  the  Committee 
was  able  to  make  the  quarterly  payments  for  Miss  Severin’s  sup- 
port on  time  and  from  the  funds  provided.  Hitherto  it  has  been 
necessary  to  draw  from  the  current  year’s  funds  to  pay  the  pre- 
vious year’s  debts.  Now  it  is  possible  to  start  with  a clean  slate. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  confidence  in  the  continued  loyalty  of  Welles- 
ley women  to  the  work  they  have  undertaken,  that  the  Committee 
presents  the  following  budget  for  1919-20. 

Support  of  Miss  Severin  $1 ,700.00 

To  cover  loss  in  exchange  300.00 

Postage  and  printing  175.00 

$2,175.00 

The  sum  of  $1 ,700  for  Miss  Severin’s  support  represents  the 
yearly  average  (covering  the  five  year  term  of  service)  of  all  ex- 
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penses  connected  with  the  maintenance  of  a secretary  in  China,— 
salary,  rent,  language  study,  medical  allowance,  travel,  incidentals, 
the  original  outfit  allowance,  fuil  travel  from  home  to  field  and 
return,  together  with  the  sum  of  $150.00  appropriated  for  the 
general  expansion  of  the  work.  1 1 does  not  include  any  provision 
for  counterbalancing  the  loss  in  exchange.  Some  day  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  conditions  will  improve,  but  meanwhile  we  must  provide 
a sum  sufficient  to  guarantee  to  Miss  Severin  her  full  salary  in 
Chinese  currency. 


Send  gifts  to 

RACHEL  P.  SNOW 

Treasurer 


I 1 5 Russell  Avenue 
Watertown,  Mass. 
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